In maki n g copies of a story about a not inconsiderable \) \ 4/9 1 „ 
number of doctors in and around Claymont, DL organizing medical care for those without 
medical insurance oY those whose insurance wt&f ' Inadequate for my friends Sam, in Florida, 
add J oe^, then in Kiev or 3abi-Yar or on his way home, I made a few extra copies for others 
in the belief thpy might find it an interesting story albeit not exactly typical today. 
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•f or me the story was also a reminder of how mgny of us^ were young Jews in Wilmington 
in those days and in varying degrees friends grew into good and often caring citizens. 

isae^latt , the doctor whose picture is on the front page of that story, is another. 

He was in my class in high school (of which Wilmington then had only one other than a 
Catholic high school and the smaller Friends) and in college. 

Like so many of us he was xxxsst raised in a house that was the part of the building 
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that Has not^aken up by the fmaily business, (pre-supermarket days.) 

The one of whose death I heard mo e- t ' recently was the respected chief judge of the 
state's highest court, i.1 have the impression that with saccess he outgrew the kind of 
youth he was. I had taken him to Washington, moved him in with the young men with whom 
I^Lived and he lived with us 'until he got a job and a place of his ohw. Yet in the view of 
others he stole a cartob of my cigarettes when I was away, then telling the others that I 
would never notice it. He knew I was making only $30 a week and sending a third of tint 
home. But he was the exception.) 

Later we took in the brother of a college friend, who was not able to share in the 
rent or the food and who practised the piano in that apartment when we wented went 
on the head a San Francsico conservatory where he enjoyed such popularity that on his 
retirement a fund of a half -million dollars was collected in his name for scholarships 
for promising young musicians. 

Another of us, also another I took to Washington and who lived with us or our 
group until after I married and left it, became head of Delaware&s social security and 
related programs. 

Another, the friend of a girl younger than us that we all knew, we invited in and 
he also was still in the grpup when left. He got started and they got married. I arranged 
for his first job, he was a lawyer, and then as I recall detailing him to the committee 
for which I worked, where he worked until his actual employer sent him to Chicago. There 
he became quite a success and as £of a phone call from a Chicago lawyer a week ago, when 

I asked him to check the directory, still was active in his firm at B0+. 
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I do not inted to emphasize what I did because most people of our age then did the 
same thing. It is merely because it is an illustration of what so many of immigrant fami- 
lies did and were as people d M and were in those Great depression days and how many of 
us *Fm sure there is more I do not remember and more of which I do not know - were good 

citizens who as young adults cared about more than just making a living. Three of us were 

on the Senate committee which did not have a large staff and where there were a few others 
like us. 



A, girl in mji higheschool class whose family w%s (juite successful in a corset shot) 
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and whose brother became a fin/ surgeon, was a lawyer. Recently she and her hsband, also 
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a friend and classmate, having become wealthy, made a considerabl contribution, in the 
millions, to start as I recall another area of preparation for the law in the area. 

The brother of a classmate became one of the first lawyers of whom I kne w to take 
environmental cases, and those for people without means. 

Wil m i n gton did not then have a large Jewish commanity , although it* also was not 
Small. I remember two synagoguesm, the larger a rather decent building in those days 
and next to which the YB&XWHA building was biult and popular. 

For that sax era the percentage of our genesation who became doctors and lawyers 
may have bee ah greater than average. The Jewish business section was then one short 
block. I think it is pojrbable that the percentage of us who went to college and who 
became professionals was probably higher than aWeage. But the point I think is valid 
is that more of us were caring than average, did more than merely follow professions with 
varying degree of success and accmplishment. X think more of us were good citizens in 
various ways than the average then or since. I'm sure there is more of which I do not 
know and x am also sure that of those of us who were^ friends thhs was much more true 
than averages. 

Perhaps we helped each other grow that xrtiT way without either intending it or being 
conscious of it. 



